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OPINION 


Greek life: 


The large amount 
of money it costs 
to enter Greek 
communities isa 
barrier to the poor. 


MELITZA BELTRAN 


Contributing Writer 


nless you've got a rich 
family lining your pock- 
ets with cash, chances are 
you're stuck working a 
part-time job, just to buy 
the instant noodle soup 
you're eating for dinner. 

What would the college experience be with- 
out a tight budget? 

Most students don't have the luxury of 
splurging on a fraternity or sorority because 
tuition, fees and books cost the average full- 
time student more than $4,000 a semester at 
California State University, Long Beach. 

“The price of a sorority is much higher 
than other clubs on campus, we lose people 
on recruitment because of the high cost, said 
biology major and four year Alpha Omicron 
Pi member and recruiter, Kasie Dorr. “A lot of 
good candidates can't afford the fees.” 

Every chapter is different, but fees generally 
range from $500 to $1,000 per semester, Dorr 
said. 

The official charges include a one-time 
pleading fee, a parlor or non-resident house 
fee, Panhellenic dues and chapter fees. New 
members are also required to pay additional 
fees in the very beginning. 

So what exactly does all that money buy - 
those few fortunate students? 

Fraternities in particular have grown to 
symbolize leadership, academic achievements, 
independence and community and campus 
service. 

Several fraternity websites claim that 2 per- 
cent of U.S. men were part of fraternities. 

That 2 percent is a very powerful group. 

According to USA Today, all but two U.S. 
presidents (President Obama and Former 
President Bill Clinton) were frat boys, and 85 
percent of Fortune 500 executives were once 
part of the Greek community. 

“You're basically buying your name,” senior 
political science major Christen Martinez said. 
“T don't think it’s fair that you couldn't join a 
sorority because you had to work” 

Greek life offers students a lifetime of net- 
working opportunities, and CSULB wouldn't 
be the same without the Greek organizations 
that crack up the social scene on campus. 

Yet those students who aren't part of the 
social scene are left with nothing but exclusion. 
This exclusion does not happen because they 
arent interested or competent; it happens 
because they don't have the resources to pay 


see GREEK, page 5 
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Following three stolen bike reports, CSULB students are encouraged by Carol Roberts-Corb, director of housing and residential life, 
to use U-locks for their bicycles, as they are harder to break into. 


U-LOCK OR U-LOSE 


Campus Police received three reports of bike theft in one day. 


By Amy PATTON 
News Editor 


A string of bicycle thefts hit the residential dor- 
mitories last week. 

Kat Pismenny, a freshman journalism major 
who lives in the H building at Parkside said her 
bike was.stolen last Monday or Tuesday, but that 


DIVERSIONS 


she has yet to report it stolen. 

“When I came back from class, the [residential 
assistant] posted on the [H building] Facebook 
page, saying ‘watch out, I just found a cut bike 
lock,” Pismenny said. “T was thinking ‘oh its fine, 
that’s not my bike lock’ and I saw my bike literally 
the day before.” 

When she walked to where her bike had been 
locked up, she said a new bike was in its place, and 


her cable lock was cut and lying on the ground. 
Lt. Richard Goodwin from California State 
University, Long Beach Police said that three stu- 
dents reported their bikes stolen on Feb. 3. 
Carol Roberts-Corb, the director of hous- 
ing and residential life, said that all residents are 


see THEFT, page 2 


A novel idea socks it to bankruptcy 


FACEBOOK 
Fern’s Garden, located on East 2nd Street and Glendora Avenue in Long Beach, 
sells American-made trinkets and novelty goods. 


‘As Skymall plummets during 
The Digital Age, novelty 
businesses like Long Beach’s 
Fern’s Garden thrive. 


By ALEX TRIMM 
Contributing Writer 


Chimes sing and trinkets sparkle in local downtown 
Long Beach novelty business Fern’s Garden, which is 
celebrating its tenth anniversary this year. 

Despite a rough five years, the novelty store has 
avoided the fate of Skymall, the airline catalog company 
that declared bankruptcy in January, according to Wall 
Street Journal. 

The advent of Wi-Fi availability during flights exac- 
erbated Skymall’s sales misfortunes. This allowed pas- 
sengers to search the Internet rather than seat-pocket 
catalogues full of gaudy items as convenient as the Litter 
Robot, a self-cleaning litter box for pets, to novelty items 
such as a Mounted Squirrel Head. 

A novelty item is an object or gift that has no practi- 
cal purpose, other than amusing the buyer or receiver 
through its humorous and aesthetic properties. The 
twenty-first century's infatuation with online integra- 
tion and consumer-friendly markets like Amazon has 


see NOVELTY, page 6 
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IRS certified volunteers help students with taxes in the College of Business Administration building on 
Tuesday. 


taxes. 


Contributing Writer 


eign student tax returns. 


By RHIANNON WILLIAMS 


Accounting Students 
Offering Free ‘lax 
Preparation In CBA 


Students and low- 

income individuals 
are offered free as- 
sistance with filing 


file their tax returns for free through 
VITA, a part of the Internal Revenue 
Service program. 

“Training is based on foreign student 
returns, regular 1040’s as well as how to 
operate the program that we use on or 
systems,” Ryan Yee, VITA site coordina- 
tor and supervisor, said. 

The CSULB VITA program is based 
in room 237 of the College of Business 
Administration building and operates 


This year’s Volunteer Income Tax As- from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays through 
sistance program has about 60 trained, Thursdays, and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Fri- 
IRS certified volunteers working to pre- days until March 27. 
pare and e-file basic income tax and for- 


“You would need to bring any kind of 
government issued ID, a social security 


CSULB accounting students are offer- card or Visa, along with your W-2, 1098- 
ing their free time to help students, non- Tand any other form that could help you 


residents, and low-income individuals ut,” Yee said. 


A new web-in-site 


A new CSULB website project has been in 
the works for seven years. 


By AmMy PATTON 
News Editor 


The website for California State 
University, Long Beach has not been 
revamped since 2007 and according 
to many students, it’s about time. 

“The website seems a little compli- 
cated,” Karly Goins, a senior journal- 
ism major said. “Click on this to go 
to this and you get a new tab but you 
want to go back to the other page, but 
the page is gone.” 

Working on launching it since 
focus groups formed in 2008, Andy 
Hoang, the associate vice president 
of the CSULB marketing & commu- 
nications department, said that the 
new CSULB website will launch next 
Wednesday. 

“A website has to be more than just 
pretty images,” Hoang said. “It’s real- 
ly about striking the right balance to 
telling a powerful story at the same 
time [as] being intuitive and easy to 
navigate...” 

The website design project has 
been an active collaborative effort 
between the marketing & communi- 
cations department, Academic Tech- 
nology Services, Information Tech- 


nology Services and a web taskforce 
since Spring 2013. 

“We wanted the website. to be 
something to reflect the modern as- 
pect of the university. Students bring 
a new trend... they’re just a new cul- 
ture,” Jorge Hurtado, the director of 
digital communication said. 

The website intends to be clean, 
visually striking and easy to use. Ho- 
ang said in designing the new website 
it was crucial to consider “empower- 
ing the content creators.” He said one 
issue with the current website is that 
a lot of content is outdated. 

“We have to select a content 
management system that is easy 
to use that you don’t have to have 
a deep IT or web background to 
control your pages and update your 
pages,” Hoang said. “Because if it’s 
difficult and complicated to use, 
the content users will be intimi- 
dated by the technology and wont 
take control of their pages and keep 
it current and fresh.” 

Hoang said that the website will be 
hosted in the Acquia “cloud system,” 
a software service company designed 
to host large websites. 

The CSULB website currently con- 
tains about 30,000 different pages, 


Hoang indicated in an informa- 

tional packet. The new website will 

not only redesign the homepage, 

but the webpage for the 49er shops, 

University Art Museum and the 
shark lab. ‘ 

The taskforce working on the web- 
site was also concerned with creating 
a responsive design, to make sure the 
website is easily hosted on mobile 
devices. 

“Users will have difficult time 
navigating if not designed for mobile 
devices,” Hoang said. 

The website will offer 91 differ- 
ent languages and intends to be ac- 
cessible for the visually and hearing 
impaired. 

The marketing & communications 
department released a brief promo- 
tional video notifying the public of 
the new website-to-be, stating that 
it’s “kind of a big deal,” “a brand new 
era, and will bring a “whole new 
look.” 

“The intent of the video was to 
build excitement, peak interest,” Ho- 
ang said. 

The taskforce is currently putting 
the final touches on the website func- 
tionality and design, Hoang said. 

“It sounds like something big is 
happening,” David Henderson, a ju- 
nior graphic design major said. “So 
whatever is, it better be super awe- 
some.” 
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strongly encouraged to use U-locks 
when securing their bikes. 

“(U-locks are] harder to break 
into, Roberts-Corb said. “Some stu- 
dents don’t even lock their bikes or 
they just lock their wheel and it’s easy 
to take off the wheel and not lock the 
frame.” 

Keith Caires, the crime prevention 
sergeant for CSULB campus police 
said that only one bike secured with 
a U-lock has been stolen in the past 
year. 

“Over time we found that they are 
much harder to defeat,’ Caires said. 
“Tt takes a hefty tool to break through 
[U-locks], certainly not a hand tool, 
whereas with a cable lock, a thief can 
just snip it with’cutters.” 

Campus police received the first re- 
port at 2:30 p.m. The bicycle was reg- 
istered to university police and Good- 
win said the police are investigating 
the theft. Goodwin said the blue and 
green 18-speed specialized mountain 
bike was stolen from outside Los Cer- 
ritos Hall. Only the cut cable lock has 
been recovered. 

The second bike, reported stolen 
outside the Parkside dining hall at 5 
p.m. has yet to be recovered and the 
police have not identified and sus- 
pects, Goodwin said. The student de- 
scribed the bike as a turquoise Beach 
Cruiser Electra, valued at $258. The 
student left the bike on the racks over 
the weekend and reported seeing it 
last at 8 p.m. on Feb. 2. Goodwin said 
the student used a cable lock to secure 


the bike, but that it had been cut off. 

At 9 p.m., a student left his or her 
bike locked outside the Parkside 
dining hall overnight and discov- 
ered the bike missing the next day, 

Goodwin said. Police do not have 
a description of the bike, but it was 
said to be valued at $130. The student 
secured the bike with a cable lock, 
which the robber cut, Goodwin said. 

Caires said that CSULB police are 
increasing bicycle-licensing efforts. 
Residents can register their bikes 
with campus police on dorm move- 
in dates. Last semester, campus po- 
lice worked with a ride share service 
for the Lock and Roll program. The 
program purchased 100 U-locks with 
a $1,000 grant to sell U-locks to stu- 
dents for $5 instead of $35, if the stu- 
dents registered their bikes. 

“If a bike with license gets stolen, 
we have a serial number on file and 
bike entered into statewide computer 
system,” Caires said. “If anyone in the 
state finds the bike, it will be come 
back reported as stolen to CSULB.’ 

Roberts-Corb said that the housing 
office notify the police if residents re- 
port their bikes stolen to them. 

“I don't know if any of them have 
been solved...” Roberts-Corb said. 
“..-I haven't heard bikes being stolen 
recently. In my six years here, have we 
had bikes stolen? Yes. But recently or 
not...not that I’m aware of” 

Caires said that despite the recent 
incidents, bike thefts on campus in 
general are down by 47 percent com- 
pared to last year. 


Staff writers Madison Moore and 
Collin James contributed to this report. 


Confusion reigns as Alabama awaits another same-sex marriage ruling 


FAIRHOPE, Ala.—Advocates of same-sex mar- 
riages were wading through Alabama’s complicat- 
ed legal problems on Tuesday, hoping that a pend- 
ing motion before a federal judge will bring some 
clarity to what has become a touchy issue of who 
can marry whom. 

On Monday, the U.S. Supreme Court refused to 
block gay marriages in Alabama, but the state’s top 
judge over the weekend ordered probate judges not 
to issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples. In 
some counties, probate judges ignored Alabama 
Chief Justice Roy Moore’s order but many listened, 
refusing to allow same-sex marriages as ordered 
by the federal courts. 

According to the Human Rights Campaign, a 
group backing gay marriage, 50 of Alabama's 67 
counties were refusing to issue marriage licenses 
to same-sex couples, down from Monday when at 


least 53 counties were taking that position. 

Four couples in Mobile have asked U.S. District 
Judge Callie V.S. Granade to instruct Probate Judge 
Don Davis to issue them marriage licenses after Da- 
vis stopped issuing all marriage licenses rather than 
having to issue ones to same-sex couples. 

Granade in January ordered Alabama to stop 
enforcing its ban on same-sex marriage, but put 
a hold on the decision until Monday to allow the 
state time to prepare. The U.S. Supreme Court ina 
7-2 decision on Monday refused the state’s request 
and said same-sex marriages could take place. 

The U.S. Supreme Court is scheduled to deal 


‘with the same-sex marriage issue this term after 


lower federal appeals courts split 4 to 1 in support 
of gay marriage. Monday’s decision to allow gay 
marriage in Alabama was widely seen as a signal 
of how the top U.S. court will deal with the broad- 


er issue, and is likely to rule in favor of same-sex 
marriage across the nation. 

“While many same-sex couples in Alabama 
were able to marry, many others were denied that 
basic freedom,” said Shannon P. Minter, legal di- 
rector of the National Center for Lesbian Rights, 
one of the groups seeking the federal order against 
probate judges. “We are hopeful that a ruling on 
this motion will provide clarity regarding the obli- 
gations of probate judges across the state and cor- 
rect the misunderstanding generated by Alabama 
Chief Justice Roy Moore, who has erroneously 
instructed those judges not to comply with the re- 
quirements of the federal Constitution.” 

According to Randall Marshall, legal director of 
the ACLU of Alabama, which is also involved in 
the suit, the recent confusion has created several 
categories of counties dealing with the conflicting 


rulings between the U.S. Supreme Court and the 
order from the state’s top judge. 

One group is those counties that are issuing 
marriage licenses to same-sex couples. Hundreds 
of couples have already married since Alabama 
became the 37th state where gay marriage is legal. 
Same-sex marriage is also legal in Washington, 
D.C. 

The second category is those counties, including 
Mobile, that have shut down, and are not issuing 
marriage licenses to anyone. ; 

The last category is those counties where mar- 
riage licenses are being issued to heterosexual 
couples, but not to same-sex couples. 

It is unclear how many counties fall into each 
category, Marshall said. 

—Michael Muskal and Matthew Teague, 
Los Angeles Times 
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Attempted 
burglary in 
Education 
building 


By CoL.in JAMES 
Contributing Writer 


Campus police received a report of a 
break-in at the Education building at 1:40 
p.m. on Feb. 5, Lt. Richard Goodwin said. 
It appeared that a crowbar damaged the 
cabinets in the office and items in the of- 
fice were scattered. No one reported. any 
missing items, but the break-in resulted in 
a damaged window that was later replaced. 
Campus police have not been able to iden- 
tify any suspects. 


Suspicious 
person 
reported 
on campus 


An anonymous source reported a 
suspicious person outside the Parkside 
Commons at 10:37 a.m. Feb. 5, Good- 
win said. The source described the 
person as a potentially homeless 5-foot- 
9-inch black male, weighing approxi- 
mately 180 lbs. The anonymous source 
said he or she saw the man walking past 
the Parkside Dinning Hall. Officers 
tried to locate the man, but could not 
find him. 


Grisly language propels Kansas anti-abortion bill as U.S. model 


SANTA BARBARA, Calif. — Ac- 
tivists in Kansas and Oklahoma are 
seeking to outlaw a common abortion 
technique by using the text of legisla- 
tive bills to lay bare its graphic details, 
a tactic that may spread across the U.S. 

Republican lawmakers in both states 
are pushing to ban what they call “dis- 
memberment abortion” with language 
supplied by National Right to Life, a 
Washington-based advocacy group. 
Opponents say the bills inaccurately 
describe what medical literature calls 
dilation and evacuation, a method used 
in 96 percent of second-trimester ter- 
minations, according to the National 
Abortion Federation. 

As state legislative sessions get un- 
der way across the U.S., Republicans 
are tapping into momentum from the 
2014 midterm elections to advance an 
already record-breaking wave of re- 
strictions passed in recent years. That 
has emboldened activists to revisit 
the practice of deploying grisly lan- 
guage last used to lobby for a ban on 
what they call partial-birth abortions, 
which the U.S. Supreme Court upheld 
in 2007. 

“Abortion care can be, in the ab- 
stract, deeply upsetting and the anti- 
abortion movement using the word 
‘dismemberment’ is not an accident,” 
said Carole Joffe, a reproductive health 
sociologist at the University of Califor- 
nia at San Francisco. “It puts the pro- 
choice movement on the defensive.” 

The aim is to rebrand a medical pro- 
cedure with a new and unsettling name, 
include clinical details of what it entails 
in a bill and let lawmakers’ reactions 
guide the way they vote. 

Kansas has been an early adopter of 
abortion laws that other states emu- 
lated, including mandates that clinics 
resemble hospital-like surgery centers 
and tighter regulations on drugs. Re- 
publican Governor Sam Brownback has 


ABERCROMBIE 
AWD FITCH 


Outvier Douttery | ABACA Press | TNS 


Anti-abortion activists attend the March For Life in front of the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington, D.C., on 
Thursday, Jan. 22, 2015. Tens of thousands of Americans who oppose abortion are in Washington for the annual 
March for Life, marking the 42nd anniversary of the Supreme Court's Roe v. Wade decision. 


already said he’d sign a ban on dilation- 
and-evacuation abortions. 

The latest bills are trial balloons for a 
national strategy, said Elizabeth Nash, 
who tracks legislation for the Guttm- 
acher Institute, a reproductive health 
research and advocacy group in Wash- 
ington. 

“The past four years have been about 
state legislatures adopting restrictions, 
because that’s a way to show their con- 
servative stripes,” said Nash. “This is 
the new trend.” 


It’s also a return to an earlier and 
more confrontational strategy that 
helped ban so-called partial-birth 
abortions on the federal level in 2003. 
That procedure, known by providers 
as dilation and extraction, involves the 
partial extraction of a fetus from the 
uterus and the collapse of the skull and 
removal of its brain and was used late in 
a pregnancy. 

National Right to Life sees the dila- 
tion-and-evacuation bans as a major 
component of its 2015 legislative agen- 


da. The environment may be favorable: 
Republicans, traditionally opposed to 
abortion, added control of two addi- 
tional governor’s seats in the Novem- 
ber election and now hold 31. They also 
have control of legislatures in 31 states 
with majorities in a record 69 of 99 
chambers. 

In Oklahoma, the group contacted 
Republican Representative Pam Peter- 
son to sponsor a dilation-and-evacua- 
tion bill following her years of champi- 
oning the anti-abortion cause, she said. 


Women terminate pregnancies because 
they’re in the dark about what doing so 
actually means, she said. 

“With the discussion about, and 
passage of this bill, the public will see 
that dismemberment abortions bru- 
tally -- and unacceptably -- rip apart 
small human beings,” said Kathy Os- 
trowski, director of National Right 
to Life affiliate Kansans for Life, in a 
statement. 

Oklahoma’s bill defines the proce- 
dure as one “to dismember a living un- 
born child and extract him or her one 
piece at a time from the uterus through 
use of clamps, grasping forceps, tongs, 
scissors or similar instruments that, 
through the convergence of two rigid 
levers, slice, crush, and/or grasp a por- 
tion of the unborn child’s body to cut 
or rip it off.” The Kansas bill is virtually 
identical. 

Abortion-rights supporters say they 
worry that what they see as misleading 
and inflammatory language will carry 
the day. 

Julie Burkhart, who in 2013 re- 
opened an abortion clinic once run by 
slain doctor George Tiller in Wichita, 
Kan., says the real motivation of the 
bill’s backers is to eliminate all abor- 
tions. 

“They really thrive on sensational- 
izing abortion care, which is disheart- 
ening because we have real women and 
real families who come in every day to 
get the health care they need,” she said. 

Bruce Price, a Kansas-born physi- 
cian and associate professor of neurol- 
ogy at Harvard Medical School, said in 
written testimony to the legislature that 
the proposal would force physicians to 
“deviate from the best, most sound care 
for patients; hence, putting the woman’s 
life at risk.” 


—Esmé E. Deprez 
Bloomberg News 
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The U.S. 


should 


nol supply arms to 


Ukraine 


Starting another war is the last thing 


the U. S. needs. 


JACOB YUNGMAN 


Contributing Writer 


The United States and Russia are on 
the brink of another Cold War. 

On Feb. 7, 2014, the Obama ad- 
ministration announced that it was 
considering arming the Ukrainian 
military as a possible solution to end 
the crisis in eastern Ukraine, accord- 
ing to the BBC. 

To even think of escalating the 
conflict by arming Ukraine would be 
economically detrimental to both Rus- 
sian and Ukrainian civilians alike. 

These potential Cold War-esque 
diplomatic relations could disrupt the 
efforts to bring stability to troubled 
regions such as the Middle East, since 
the U.S. and Russia both sit on the UN 
Security Council. 

Over the past month, violence 
has flared up as pro-Russian militias 
sought to take control of key towns in 
the Donetsk and Luhansk territories, 
both of which have substantial Russian 
speaking populations. 

The crisis in the country can trace 
its roots back to the ouster of pro- 
Russian Viktor Yanakovich, the former 
president of Ukraine, in February 2014. 
Ukrainians protested a few months 
earlier when Yanakovich refused to 
sign a loan deal with the European 
Union that would have strengthened 


economic ties between the country 
and the rest of Europe. Yanakovich 
had hopes for a bigger loan and cheap- 
er gas prices for Russia in exchange for 
better Ukrainian-Russian ties. 

Most Ukrainians support EU 
integration and maintaining closer 
ties with the EU over maintaining ties 
with Russia, according to a Gallup Poll 
conducted in December 2014. 

With the ouster of Yanakovich, the 
Ukrainian parliament adopted a more 
nationalist position reflecting western 
Ukrainian attitudes, and sought to 
pass a law making Ukrainian the only 
official language of the country. 

Despite the fact that the law was 
vetoed, many Russian speakers in 
the southern and eastern parts of the 
country felt alienated and quickly 
began to form militias according to 
Russia Today in late February. 

On Mar. 14, 2014, the Russian ma- 
jority territory of Crimea was annexed 
by the Russian Federation, largely sup- 
ported by its residents. 

The UN general assembly voted on 
Mar. 27 to pass a resolution condemn- 
ing the Crimea annexation as an illegal 
seizure. 

A few weeks later, pro-Russian 
militias had successfully taken con- 
trol from the Ukrainian military in 
significant parts of the eastern half of 
the country, most notably the city of 
Donetsk. 
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Violence has become a common 
reality in the region, with over 5,000 
deaths currently recorded as of Febru- 
ary 2015, according to the BBC. 

Despite Russian denial of direct 
military aid to the Ukrainian separat- 
ists, in November 2014, The Daily 
Beast reported that there were over 
7,000 Russian troops in the Ukraine 
and over 40,000 more on the eastern 
border. 

To understand why Russia has put 
so much effort into continuing its 
influence in Ukraine, one need only to 
look back to the end of the Cold War. 
During the reunification of Germany, 
former U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker negotiated with former Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

They agreed that, in exchange 
for East Germany’s admittance into 
NATO, there would be no expansion 
of NATO into former Warsaw Pact 
countries. Although this agreement 
was not legally binding, it served as a 
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SERGEI L. Lorko | Los ANGELES Times | MCT 
A scene inside the town of Kramatorsk, Ukraine, near Slovyansk after a battle between Ukraine security forces 
and pro- Russia gunmen. 


major milestone to the U.S.’s thawing 
relations with the USSR, according to a 
1990 analysis by the New York Times 

However, once the Soviet Union 
completely dissolved in 1991, NATO 
began accepting former Soviet Repub- 
lics and allies such as Estonia, Poland 
and the Czech Republic as members 
during the next two decades. 

Although the U.S. and Russia were 
officially on good terms in the ‘90s, the 
Russian economy suffered greatly dur- 
ing that period due to failed programs 
that shifted the old centralized Soviet 
economy into free market capital- 
ism. The election of Vladimir Putin as 
president in 2000 led to the restoration 
of Russia’s economy atid former posi- 
tion as a major world power. 

Putin rightfully views the con- 
tinuing expansion of NATO and the 
European Union as a threat to Russian 
autonomy, especially since the U.S. still 
maintains an economy eight times the 
size of Russia’s, according to the CIA 


Have you had any interesting experiences as a 
resident in the on or off-campus residence halls? 
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World Fact Book in 2013. 

Current U.S. and European Union 
sanctions against Russia have caused 
the Ruble to go down as much as 10 
percent in value in one day, according 
to Anders Aslund, a senior fellow at 
the Peterson Institute for International 
Economics, in 2015. 

Giving arms to the Ukraine could 
easily backfire and create more 
headaches down the road for the U.S., 
just as it did when the U.S. supplied 
Islamist rebels who fought the USSR 
in Afghanistan during the 1980s, then 
later formed radical groups such as the 
Taliban and Al-Qaeda. 

’ Instead of arming Ukraine, the 
United States could use those financial 
resources to provide higher education 
and lower cost healthcare to its citi- 
zens, so that they do not make similar 
mistakes inthe future. 


Jacob Yungman is a junior majoring 
in political science. 
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The Career Tip of the Week is provided to 
the Daily 49er by the Career Development 
Center on Campus. English graduate stu- 
dent Rosa Trujillo assists with the compilation 


of the tip of the week. 


CAREER TIP OF 
THE WEEK 


CREATE A Career Bucket List 


As time passes with every class, exam, project, 
event and social interaction, you get closer and — 
closer to graduation. Before you know it, spring 
semester will be over, and you will be thinking about 
how quickly time has come and gone and all the 
stuff you didn’t get a chance to do. 

_ This, of course, will lead you to the big question: 
“What do you plan fo do after graduation?” For 
those of you who are already pondering this ques- 
tion, let Us pose it to you another way. 

If you have your sights on a job after graduation, 
then consider creating a career bucket list. You 
probably already have a life bucket list, why not 
take that same approach to your career as ae look 
ahead to the future. 

Here ore some suggestions to help get you stanton” 


CARTOON BY KATIE CLARK 


GREEK 


continued from page 1 
#5 Create a Linkedin Account 
Maximize Linkedin in order to find jobs. Follow a 


company or a recruiter, join a Linkedin group and: - 
start ere a pede that is distinct and authen- 
memberships. Those outside of the Greek com- the sororities on campus are com- tic. i 
Greek life is helping to perpetuate munity—who tend to be part of a posed of more than 60 percent white 
elitism by amplifying pre-existing minority—are denied the opportuni- | members, according to Dorr. #4 Network 


CSULB Greek life has been on the 
rise over the last couple of years, but 
still only about 8 percent of the stu- 
dent population is involved, accord- 

ing to Dorr. The more students 


vist professors. during office hours, gotoa net. 
working mixer, go to the Spring job fair and meet. 
employers, go to a conference, join a club or volun- 
leer so you can meel new people. You never know 


privileges and wealth. ties. 

A recent study by Princeton On a campus as diverse as CSULB, 
University found that white students youd expect there to be an equally 
from high-income families are much __ diverse Greek community. Many of 
more likely to join the Greek 


community. 

Students who originate from 
powerful or wealthy families join 
these organizations and help 
increase the connections of their 
charter — their particular sorority 
or fraternity. 

Yet, these students rarely ex- 
tend those resources out to other 
students who are not part of the 
organization. 


On a campus as diverse as 
CSULB, you’d expect there 
to be an equally diverse 
Greek community. Many of 
the sororities on campus 
are composed of more than 
60 percent white members, 
according to Dorr. 


who become involved, the more 
opportunities will be offered. 

The evidence is clear that 
Greek life spawns unbeliev- 
able opportunities. But, if these 
organizations want to maintain 
a respectable image for being 
fair, they must lower their fees 
in order to become more acces- 
sible to a diverse community of 
students. 


where the next job opportunity will come from! 


_ #3 Attend a Career-Related Event 
Your professional development should be a prior- 
ity. There are many opportunities for training in 
this area on campus. See the career center event 
calendar at: https://csulb-¢sm.symplicity.com/cal- 
endar/index.php/pid5804472ss=ical_agenda 


#2 Update Your Resume 
Not only can a solid resume make you more com- 
petitive, but it can also get you interviews. If you are 
applying for jobs or internships now, and you are not 
getting the response you wanted, you may want to 
have your resume reviewed. 


#1 Get a Full-Time Job in My: Area of Interest 
For obvious reasons! 


Now that you are thinking about it, what will you 
include on your career bucket list? Tell us what you 
want to accomplish before you leave The Beach at 


BEACH TOONS #CSULBCareerBuckelList @CSULBCareerCntr. 


Shh, go back 
to sleep, 
you're fine. 


Although | can’t 
say the same for 
your dog... 


Deen 


Colonoscopy 
Man, AWAY!!! 


spaghetticomics.tumbir.com 
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NOVELTY 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


forced novelty businesses to follow 
suit in order to keep the industry from 
dissolving. 

Amazon is taking over the world? 
Fern Solomon, founder and owner of 
Fern’s Garden in Belmont Shore, said. 

Solomon said that she believes 
strong community ties have kept the 
Second St. store thriving when it faced 
financial difficulties. 

“My customers have been so loyal 
to me and so willing to-support Amer- 
ican-made products; Solomon said. 
Small novelty businesses like Fern’s 
Garden see the Internet as an exten- 
sion of their following and inversely a 
threat to their existence. 

“People come in the store to feel 
better, or they come in to get inspired, 
even if they don't buy anything,” Solo- 
mon said, emphasizing that the ex- 
perience is something “you can't get 
online” While Fern’s Garden does 
sell common novelty items such as 
Jacobs Ladder and balsa wood planes, 
the store takes pride in selling Ameri- 
can made artisan and trade gifts. 

A new novelty good that has 
thrived via Internet sales is the comi- 
cal Schlong Sock, a line of personal- 
ized costumes designed to fit over 
male genitals. Playing into the fun, the 
sock’s website offers a multiple-choice 
personality quiz to determine wheth- 
er Flog the Dolphin or Choke the 
Chicken is more befitting to the buyer. 

“I probably wouldn't have done 
the Schlong Sock if it wasn't so easy 
to set up an online store and market 
it through social media,” said Jason, 

. co-founder of the Schlong Sock, each 
selling at $13 a pop. “I dont think I 
would’ve done the idea” 

Jason created a startup novelty 
business with his two cohorts John 
and Hung, who all requested to re- 
main unidentified. Jason said that 
their business has far exceeded their 
expectations, thanks in part to shout 

outs from comedians like Ralphie 
May over Facebook. 

Originally conceived as a joke, the 
Schlong Sock launched in Oct. 2014. 
Jason said he has considered leaving 
his day-job to focus on the successful 
business venture. 

When asked about the status of 
novelty goods, Jason said he believed 
that a product would have to be 
“something that connects with a set 
audience, connected to a following 
through a social medium like Insta- 
gram and Facebook” 
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A new organic juice 
bar with grassroots 
in delivery offers 
beverages by the 
shot to the gallon. 


By RuBeEN Diaz 
Contributing Writer 


Walking in is like walking into 
a small, quaint and trendy bar. The 
charming red-seated stools and clean 
lines were straightforward and sim- 
ple. In bold, black letters “SALUD” 
stretched across the main wall as em- 
ployees welcomed each guest. 

Salud, a juice bar dedicated to sell- 
ing fresh cold-pressed juices daily 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., opened last 
Wednesday on Fourth St. 

“Everything that we use .can. be 
found at your local farmers market,’ 
Angela Almaguer, co-owner and for- 
mer California State University, Long 
Beach alumna said. “We try to stay lo- 
cal, so anything that is not in season 
will not be used” 

From $2 single-shot, ginger shots 
to $7 cold-pressed juices in glass con- 
tainers, Salud’s menu varies in price. A 
single-serving amount of Cool ‘Cum- 
ber sells at $4.80 for 8 oz. and $55 for a 
full gallon of apple, cucumber, lemon 
and muddled mint. 

Almaguer explained that menu 
items that include strawberries, for 


DIVERSIONSD49ER@GMAIL.COM 


instance, lemon, asian-pear and straw- 
berry mix Perfect Pear, would not be 
available until June. Although some of 
Salud’s juices are seasonal, Almaguer 
said she is hopeful about her business. 

“T believe in [Long Beach] and I am 
investing in it? Almaguer said. “The 
neighborhood is amazing, and every- 
body supports each other 100 percent; 
{I] don’t see very many corporate 
companies around here because we 
want to support our local businesses. 

According to Salud’s website, a 
cold-pressed juice is “a form of juicing 
that gently grinds produce into a-fine 
pulp and passes it through a hydraulic 
press to extract the vitamins and nu- 
trients from the fiber of the produce” 
Almaguer, 27, said that all the produce 
that goes through the cold-pressed 
process in her shop is grown in South- 
ern California. 

Almaguer also acknowledged that 
she has other competitors, such as 
Jamba Juice, that she has to compete 
with. 

“We are a cold-pressed company, 
where as Jamba Juice juices instantly 
right in front of you,’ Almaguer said. 


“(Jamba Juice] has a faster process ... 
ours includes an extra step.” 

The cold-pressed process allows 
for her juices to have a shelf life of 
about three days, where Jamba Juice’s 
products usually last about 24 hours, 
Almaguer said. While customers of 
Salud reap benefits like the three-day 
shelf life and nutrients from its juices, 
Almaguer said her father, Eddie Al- 
maguer, was the one that influenced 
her to get into the business. 

“My dad had open heart surgery 
about three years ago,’ Almaguer said, 
explaining how this triggered her ini- 


tial move into the business by making - 


juices at home to aid his recovery. “We 
would say “saludos a su salud,’ which 
means cheers to your health. That's 
how I started making juice.” 

Eddie said that starting up the busi- 
ness was a little rough, but he is proud 
of what his daughter accomplished. 

“J drink two to three juices every- 
day,’ Eddie said. “It's good for your 
health and it tastes good” 

After making juice for her father, 
she said her market moved to her 
friends and a Long Beach restaurant 


DIVERSIONS 


Rusen Diaz | Daity 49ER 
Customers meditate upon the juiced menu at Salud, a new juice bar located on Cherry Ave and East 4th Street. 


interested in selling her product, the 
Attic. Steve Massis, the owner of the 
Attic, loved the juice so much that he 
became a partner of Salud, Almaguer 
said. 

“J just want to be one more reason 
why Long Beach succeeds,” Almaguer 
said. 

While Almaguer is bringing or- 
ganic cold-pressed juices to Long 
Beach, Maggie Pourabedi, a second- 
year graduate student at CSULB, said 
she is skeptical on the idea of organic 
products. 

“How do you really know it’s or- 
ganic?” Pourabedi said. “I would like 
to try it, but I don't know if it’s worth 
the price.” - 

CSULB seniors Carrisa Ashmore, 
a human development major, and Ty- 
ler Street, a kinesiology major, both 
agreed that they are glad that Salud is 
now available because popular juice 
bars like Jamba Juice and Robeks put 
sherbet and other unnatural ingredi- 
ents to their products. 

“I would go to [Salud]? Ashmore 
said. “I’m always looking for healthy 
alternatives.” 


GOT AN OPINION? 


EMAIL OPEDD49ER@GMAIL.COM 


‘ASI STUDENT 
VACANT POSITIONS 


SENATOR: COLLEGE OF THE ARTS 
SENATOR: COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
SENATOR: COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
SENATOR: COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING 
SENATOR: COLLEGE OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 


SENATOR: COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 


SENATOR: COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES & MATHEMATICS 
SENATOR-AT-LARGE 
ACADEMIC SENATOR 
TRUSTEE-AT-LARGE: AS! MEDIA BOARD 


TRUSTEE-AT-LARGE: 
ISABEL PATTERSON CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER BOARD 


TRUSTEE-AT-LARGE: UNIVERSITY STUDENT UNION BOARD 


DUE FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13th @ 4PM 


APPLICATIONS MUST BE PICKED UP AND RETURNED TO THE 
AS} GOVERNMENT OFFICE, USU-311 
CALL 562-985-5241 
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10. Announcements 


Summer Camp Counselor! 

SUMMER OF YOUR LIFE! 

CAMP WAYNE FOR ee — Children’s 
summer camp, Pennsylvania 6/20-8/16. 

If you love children and want a caring, 

fun environment we need staff for the 
summer. Interviews on CSULB campus 2/19. 
215.944.3069 or apply at 

sepa cic irls.com 


Email info@campwaynegirls.com 


did you know the 


STAY 
CONNECTED! 


den in Sarbreaklid youtube channel? 


news e-mail alerts and 
be able to surf through 
content right in 
your e-mail! 


Sign up at daily49er.com/register 


YOUTUBE.COM/VIDEOD49ER 
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Ho. of Runs 
Daily Cost 
Bold Charge = § 
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CHARGED AT THE DAILY RATE PRICE. 


Balance Due | 


PINT YOUR AD HERE. ONE CHARACTER OR SPACE PER BOX. 32 CHARACTERS PER LINE 
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Conference rematches 


The men’s basketball team 
hits the road trying to start 
new winning streak. . 


By Oscar TERRONES 
Sports Editor 


A last second loss to UC Irvine last Saturday 
has the Long Beach State men’s basketball team 
refocused as it begins a two-game road trip 
Thursday night at UC Santa Barbara and will 
finish Saturday night at Cal Poly. 

The 49ers (13-12, 7-2) won the first matchup 
with UC Santa Barbara (11-11, 4-4) 69-53 on 
Jan. 17 in the Walter Pyramid. LBSU forward 
David Samuels had a double-double with 15 
points and 10 rebounds while reigning Big 
West Player of the Year Alan Williams had 17 
and nine. 

Williams missed the next five games with 
a shoulder injury, but is expected to be back 
against LBSU. Head coach Dan Monson said 
the team is preparing as if Williams were going 
to play. 

“Just like we prepared for [UC Irvine’s] Alex 
Young and [sophomore center] Mamadou Ndi- 
aye last week,” Monson said. “That’s who their 
team is. If they decide not to play [Williams], if 
they get into foul trouble or get hurt, then we're 
prepared either way.” 

The Gauchos were 3-2 in Williams’ absence. 
Monson said Santa Barbara has been more than 
just a one-man team. 

“(Junior guard Michael] Bryson is a proven 
player,” Monson said. “[Freshman guard Gabe] 


Keeping pace with the | 
competition 


LBSU ATHLETICS 
LBSU center Devin Hudson goes up 
for a shot over Pacific defenders on 
Dec. 20, 2014 in the Walter Pyramid. 


-The LBSU women’s 
basketball team faces a 
pair of familiar foes in its 
two-game home stand. 


By WILLIAM HERNANDEZ 
Assistant Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State women’s basketball 
team will look to bolster its conference record 
when it hosts UC Santa Barbara on Thursday 
night and Cal Poly on Saturday in the Walter 
Pyramid. 

The 49ers (19-4, 6-3) are just 2-3 since 
winning 15 games in a row. Their latest loss 
came last Saturday night at UC Riverside 
80-74. They will have a great opportunity to 
regain its confidence when they host winless 
UC Santa Barbara (0-21, 0-8). 

“We just have to refocus,’ sophomore 
guard Raven Benton said. “We just have to 


Vincent’s one of the best freshman in the 
league. They have two good point guards. [Ju- 
nior guard John] Green has really stepped in in 
a more aggressive role with Al out. Sometimes 
an injury like that can make those other guys 
better because they have to do more.” 

Samuels, who guarded Williams for the 
majority of the first matchup, said the team has 
been told Williams will play. 

“We just have to stay aggressive and talk on 
double teams,” Samuels said. “Just get him un- 
comfortable.” ; 

The 49ers have started the last few games 
with poor first halves. They were down double- 
digits early against Hawaii on Jan. 31 before ral- 
lying in the second half to win 65-50. The same 
situation played out last Saturday against UC 
Irvine, only this time they couldn’t overcome 
their poor start. 

Samuels said he didn’t know why the team 
has struggled in the start of games, and joked 
that they have either have to get more rest or 
change their preegame music to get hyped up.” 

“We have to play more DMX or Kanye West 
or something,” Samuels said. 

The 49ers will head to Cal Poly for the sec- 
ond game of their road trip. LBSU defeated the 
Mustangs 50-48 on Jan. 15 on a last-second 
basket from senior point guard Mike Caffey. 
Monson said the main adjustment when play- 
ing a team for the second time in a season is 
execution. 

“We have to go on the road,” Monson said. 
“(We have to] get a good start, a good middle 
and good end.” 

The 49ers will play at UC Santa Barbara on 
Thursday night at 7:30 p.m. before facing Cal 
Poly Saturday night at 7 p.m. 


play free and focused. [Against UCR], 
we lost a little focus, and I know that 
we're going to bounce back.” 

Junior center Devin Hudson said the 
key for the 49ers’ success goes back to 
the fundamentals that put them in their cur- 
rent position. 

“Honestly, the biggest thing we could do 
right now is continue to play the defense the 
way we know how to play,” Hudson said. 
“(We can’t] let anyone else’s style of offense 
affect us defensively. [We have to make] 
sure that on offense we continue to cut and 
run screens for each other and play for each 
other.” 

Hudson has played a valuable role in the 
paint and on the glass for The Beach. She 
leads the team in rebounds at 7.2 per game 
while also contributing 8.1 points per game. 
She said she also provides leadership off the 
court by being an outlet for her teammates. 

“If they get frustrated,” Hudson ‘said. 
“T try to be there for them or if [I’m feeling 
down], they give me confidence to go back 


up. 

UCSB hasn’t won a competitive game 
since Feb. 22 of 2014. The 49ers will throw 
their stingy defense at the struggling Gau- 
chos. The Beach is averaging 11.2 steals in 
Big West conference play and forcing 22.9 
turnovers a game. 

In their last head-to-head matchup on 
Jan. 17, the 49ers crushed the Gauchos by 37 
points, winning 81-44. Hudson said it was 
important to not default to their opponent's 
style of offense. 

“That’s how we went on that 15-game 
winning streak,” Hudson said. “Because we 
didn’t let anyone that we played affect the way 
we play.” i 

The 49ers home stand will continue on 
Saturday against Cal Poly (11-10, 6-3). Both 
teams share a three-way tie with Riverside for 
second place in the conference with identical 
conference records and winning percentages 
(0.667). 

Rebounding and the ability to defend se- 
nior guard Ariana Elegado, the Mustangs’ 
leading scorer at 15.4 ppg, will be key for 
LBSU. The 49ers have struggled against op- 
posing teams’ leading scorers in their three 
conference losses. 

The Beach will host UCSB on Thursday 
night inside the Walter Pyramid at 7 p.m. be- 
fore facing Cal Poly Saturday at 4 p.m. 
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await LBSU 


Joun Fajyarpo | LBSU ATHLETICS 


LBSU forward, David Samuels, drives to the basket against San Diego State defender, JJ O’Brien, 


on Dec. 10, 2014 in San Diego. 


Bossy YAGAKE | Dairy 49ER 
LBSU guard Raven Benton looks to pass the ball against Cal State 
Northridge on Jan. 24 in the Walter Pyramid. 


Beware of the 


Raven 


LBSU’s sophomore 
guard transformed 
from an undervalued 
recruit to the 49ers’ 
most lethal scorer. 


By WILLIAM HERNANDEZ 
Assistant Sports Editor 


Raven Benton knew three things grow- 
ing up in a military family in Tacoma: 
rain, basketball and hard work. The beau- 
tiful Southern California sun was a stark 
contrast for Benton when she arrived at 
Long Beach State in 2013. 

A top recruit out of the state of Wash- 
ington, Benton led her team to two state 
championship appearances. Schools be- 
gan to overlook Benton after she suffered 
two sprained ankles in high school. That 
experience during the recruiting process 
impacted Benton’s final decision of where 
to go school. 

“A lot of coaches didn’t know that I 
was injured,” Benton said. “[They] kind of 
thought that I decreased my level of play. 
But [LBSU] was always there. They were 
one of the loyal ones when all the other 
teams weren't.” 

One of the biggest adjustments for Ben- 
ton when she arrived at LBSU was how 
important and intense defense was at the 
college level. 

“It was a big eye-opener coming here 
and knowing that every position matters,” 
Benton said. “I remember in high school 
my coach told us ‘never take a possession 
off. I tried to do that then, but once I got to 


college it was more serious. I think I have 
a better defensive mentality [since] coming 
here.” 

Benton became an impact player almost 
immediately. She was named to the Big 
West All-Freshman team while leading the 
49ers in scoring with 12.2 points per game. 
Now in her second season, she has estab- 
lished herself as the team’s top defender 
in addition to leading the team in scoring 
again. 

“Seeing the progressions she’s made 
from last year, it’s like 10 steps forward” 
junior guard Chantel Dooley said. “Before, 
she would play really fast. She [has] slowed 
down a lot and:plays with more confidence 
in herself this year. It helps our team a lot 
because when she’s confident, that gives us 
an extra boost offensively and defensively.” 

The biggest moment in Benton’s career 
was in December 2014, when she hit the 
game-winning bucket to complete LBSU’s 
upset over California 58-56 in overtime. 

“Nobody thought we would beat them 
{Cal],” Benton said. “Everybody stormed 
the court. I never thought that I would 
have a game-winner.” 

Head coach Jody Wynn originally de- 
signed the play for senior guard Alex San- 
chez. Lucky for Benton, she received a pass 
from senior guard Hallie Meneses at the 
right moment. 

“Hallie swung it,” Benton said. “I pen- 
etrated and kicked it to Hallie [who passed 
it back] and then I was just there and threw 
it up.” 

Off the court, Benton carries a serious 
demeanor, but has learned when it’s time 
to relax and be kind to others. 

“On the court you see this strong and 
competitive person,” sophomore guard 
Gigi Hascheff said. “Off the court, she’s 
kind of a like a baby, like I think she’s my 
child. And that’s something you don’t re- 
ally see. This kind, caring and sensitive hu- 
man being.” 

Hascheff, who is also Benton’s room- 
mate, joked about Benton’s particular and 
picky meal selection. 

“It makes it very hard to go out on din- 
ner dates,” Hascheff said. “But it makes her 
unique too. I know what Raven likes be- 
cause she is so selective.” 

With seven games left on the regular sea- 
son schedule, Benton said her goal is to win 
a Big West title for the three 49er seniors. 

“That would mean everything to me,” 
Benton said. 


